Draft Minutes

Vermont State Hospital Futures Advisory Group
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. — February 1, 2006
Stanley Hall
State Office Complex
Waterbury, Vermont

The meeting was called to order at approximately 11:30 a.m. by Deputy
Commissioner Paul Blake. The names of most of the approximately 50
people present appear at the end of these minutes, although not all members
of the public signed in. Public comment was taken towards the end of the
meeting. No votes were taken at the meeting.

Paul Blake gave an overview of the Futures progress with regard to
developing sub-acute programs.

Eric Grims of Northeast Kingdom Human Services (NKHS) gave an
overview of his agency’s effort to develop such a program, beginning with a
commitment made at a retreat for designated agency directors, continuing
through the investigation of possible sites in Concord and Greensboro, and
including a series of conversations to alert Greensboro area officials to
NKHS’s plans. Grims handed out a document titled “The Bayley-Hazen
Rehabilitation and Recovery Center,” which included slight revisions from
the version handed out at the previous meeting, and which is posted on the
Mental Health Update webpage.

Cathy Rousse, NKHS’s mental health director, reported on program design,
on potential clients to be served, and on the results of her interviews with
current Vermont State Hospital patients about their hopes and treatment
preferences.

There was a discussion by Futures Group members, followed by public
comment. Much of the public comment was in opposition to the proposal.
The primary objections were focused on losing a tourist-related commercial
property in the center of a small village with a tourism economy, and on the
lack of social infrastructure to support patients in recovery and visiting
family members.

At the end of the meeting, there was additional discussion by the Group
members and a variety of opinions were heard that another meeting should



be called in the near future to discuss residential recovery (subacute)

programs more thoroughly.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1 p.m.
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